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BELOVED FRIENDS IN CHRIST: 

Lake Gennesaret, or Tiberias, or the Sea of Galilee, as it is 
called in other parts of the New Testament, is a beautiful sheet 
of water, twelve to thirteen miles long and nearly seven miles broad 
at the widest part. Travelers who have been there tell us that the 
shores are deserted now, fringed with desolate ruins and crumbling 
villages inhabited by the poorest class of people. Scarcely a rude 
boat is ever seen on the blue, silent waters. But at the time of 
Christ Lake Gennesaret was surrounded by the richest and most 
populous district of the Holy Land; large and flourishing towns 
were built along its shores. Capernaum, situated near the north 
end, was the junction of the great roads leading from Syria and the 
far East to the Mediterranean Sea on the west, and Jerusalem and 
Egypt on the south. The lake was famous for its fish, and the 
fisheries were quite a considerable industry of the place. 

Our Gospel tells us how the Lord Jesus came to this lake one 
morning and found some fishermen busily engaged in the work of 
their calling, and how amply they were rewarded when, upon 
Christ’s command, they launched out into the deep and cast their 
nets. This induces me to speak to you to-day, with the aid of 
God’s Holy Spirit, of 

THE LABORER AND HIS REWARD; 


I. The laborer, II. His reward. 
| I. 


“And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon Him to 
hear the Word of God, He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and saw 
two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of 
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them, and were washing their nets. And He entered into one of the 
ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust out a 
little from the land. And He sat down, and taught the people out of 
the ship. Now when He had left speaking, He said unto Simon, 
Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And 
Simon answering said unto Him, Master, we have toiled all the night, 
and have taken nothing: nevertheless at Thy word I will let down the 
net.’? —There are two classes of laborers, such as perform manual 
or physical labor and need muscular strength to perform the work 
of their calling, and such as perform mental labor and do brain 
work. Both classes are represented in our text. The fishermen 
are the brawn-workers and Jesus is the brain-worker. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that only daily wage-earners are laborers. Brain 
work is just as fatiguing and wearying as physical exertion, and 
oftentimes even more so, and he that looks down upon the brain- 
worker as a sluggard and claims that he does not toil and labor be- 
cause he does not exert his physical strength, does not know what 
he is talking about. 

The fishermen in our Gospel y were brawn-workers. Theirs was 
manual labor. They had toiled all night, letting down their nets and 
hauling them through the water. They had been working hard in the 
ı sweat of their brow. And in the morning we find them still at work, 
washing their nets. They evidently expected to rest for the day and 
to resume their work the next night because experience had taught 
them that the best time to fish was at night. But upon Christ’s 
command they again made an effort; after launching out into the 
deep they let down their nets for a draught and worked hard. 

To this day the largest class of laborers are those who perform 
physical labor, and, in the nature of things, they will constitute the 
larger class unto the end of the world. Nothing is produced, noth- 
ing accomplished to insure our maintenance, happiness, and com- 
fort, without physical labor. How could we live if we did not per- 
form physical labor? We need the farmer to till the soil; or how 
should we have anything to eat? We need the mechanic, the mer- 
chant, the carpenter, the blacksmith, and workingmen of all types 
in different occupations; or how could we get along in the world? 
The entire machinery of this world would go to rack and ruin, as 
far as humanity is concerned, if it were not for the large: class of 
laborers who sow, and plow, and manufacture, and carry on traffic, 
and build, and, in the greatest variety of ode peter ane to our 
common En. by the work of their hands. 

But there is another class of laborers, and these are IRRE 
by the Lord Jesus in our Gospel.. He did not work with His-hands. 
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He had no calling which required manual labor. Though most 
likely He had learned the trade of a carpenter and helped His 
foster father Joseph at Nazareth when He was at home, still we are 
not informed that He performed such labor after He had entered 
upon the office of His public ministry. Yet Jesus said to the Jews, 
“My Father worketh hitherto and I work.”’ And on another occa- 
sion He said, ‘‘I must work the works of Him that sent me, while 
it is day; the night cometh when no man can work.’’ And what 
was His work? The same work which He performed in our Gos- 
pel, when, as we are told, ‘‘He sat down and taught the people out of 
the ship.” His work was mental work, work that affected rather 
the brain than the muscles of the body. The same kind of work 
Jesus meant when He said to Simon Peter at the close of our Gos- 
pel, “Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men.” This second 
class of laborers is, and must needs be, by far smaller than the first 
class. They are composed of teachers, preachers, doctors, con- 
tractors, government officers, of such as work in literature, art, and 
science; in short, of those whose vocation requires principally brain 
work. Their number must necessarily be limited; for how would 
the world fare if the vast majority were professional men and brain- 
workers, and but few producers and manufacturers? Starvation 
would follow. Still, the world could not get along without this 
second class of laborers. We need teachers and educators to save 
us from the rot of ignorance. We need pastors and preachers; for 
what were a man profited if he would gain the whole world, but 
lose his own soul? We need government officers, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life. We need doctors, contractors, literary 
men, artists, and brain-workers of every description for our tem- 
poral and eternal happiness. 

And it is God’s command that everybody should be a laborer 
in some capacity. Even before the fall Adam had to work. He was 
put into the garden of Eden to ‘‘dress it and to keep it.’’ After the 
fall God said to Adam, ‘‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground.’”’ St. Paul writes to the 
Thessalonians in his second epistle, ‘‘If any would not work, neither 
shall he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among 
you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them 
that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ 
that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.”’ Least of 
all should a Christian think that he is exempt from work, What- 
ever your occupation or your station in life may be, you are com- 
manded to work. The husband must work to support his family. 
The wife must work to keep her house in good order. The children 
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must work and perform those small duties enjoined upon them by 
their parents. No one should be ashamed to work. Even the lowest 
work is pleasing to God if performed by a Christian, in the fear of 
God. The poor servant girl cleaning the house of her mistress and 
keeping it tidy does by far better than the nun sitting in the con- 
vent; and the sewer-digger is a benefactor to mankind, while the 
haughty monk in his coarse robe, and babbling his rosary, is of no 
good to anybody. We must all be laborers in a God-pleasing voca- 
tion and calling. 


II. 


And now, in the second place, let me speak of the laborer’s 
reward. 

Labor is to be rewarded in this life. Every laborer employed 
to do certain work should receive an adequate compensation from 
his employer. This is not merely a human rule and institution; 
it is a divine ordinance. God says, ‘‘The laborer is worthy of his 
hire.’”? And the laborer should not be put off and compelled to 
wait for his wages. God says in the book of Leviticus, ‘The wages 
of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until morn- 
ing.” To cheat the laborer out of his wages and not to pay him is 
called one of the worst crimes in the Bible, a sin on the same line 
with murder, a sin that crieth to heaven. For James says in his 
epistle, ‘‘Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth; and the 
cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the 
Lord Sabaoth.’’ The laborer is, therefore, perfectly justified if he 
refuses to work for starvation wages. But strikes and boycotts are 
certainly not the proper way of adjusting difficulties between em- 
ployer and employee. Such difficulties should be settled by arbi- 
tration. Wrongs are commonly committed on both sides in the 
clash between capital and labor. Capitalists cut down the poor 
laborer’s wages so as to increase their own profit, and workingmen 
often seek to take revenge by destroying the employer’s property 
and injuring his industry. In a well-established government like 
ours provision should be made by the state and government so that 
difficulties between labor and capital can be adjusted in a way just 

and satisfactory to both parties by a board of arbitration. The 
laborer should be entitled to the same consideration on the part of 
the government as the capitalist. Capitalists should not be per- 
mitted to influence legislation in their own interest, and laborers 
should be protected so that they may receive a just reward, a due 
compensation for the work of their hands. 
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This does not apply to brawn-workers only, but to brain-workers 
also. They are to be paid for their work in this life. They are to 
receive such wages as will enable them to live. St. Paul says in his 
first epistle to the Corinthians, ‘‘Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the Gospel shall live of the Gospel;’’ and 
in his epistle to the Galatians he says, ‘‘Let him that is taught in 
the Word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.”’ 
Now if this is true of preachers of the Gospel, that in this life they 
must be paid for their work, it is also true of teachers and of all 
such whose work is of a similar nature. 

We must well bear in mind that the reward is in this life. 
Heaven is not gained or merited by earthly labor. You may work 
ever so hard and ever so faithfully discharge your duties in your 
station and calling, you may ever so worthily fill out your place in 
the world, you may do ever so much good in life; but that does not 
bring you into heaven. This is the great mistake of so many people. 
They think that they will be compensated in a yonder life for the 
good which they did in this life. They think that the honest and 
faithful laborer will be received into heaven for the simple reason 
because he faithfully performed his duties. But what are we told 
in our Gospel? We read that, when upon Christ’s word they let 
down the net, they ‘‘inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their 
net brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the 
other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter 
saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for Iam 
a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all that were with 
him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: and so was 
also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with 
Simon.’”? Even the most faithful laborer must own with Simon 
Peter that he is a sinner, not fit for heaven; and to gain heaven he 
must do what the fishermen did, of whom we are told at the end of 
our Gospel, ‘‘And when they had brought their ships to land, they for- 
sook all, and followed Him.’’ He must forsake all and follow Christ, 
that is: he must not expect heaven for his good deeds in life, but 
give himself over to Christ, and let Christ do the work of gaining 
heaven for him. He must believe that only through Christ he has 
access to the Father, that Christ is the Way, and the Truth, and 
the Life. He must believe that Christ has cleansed him from all 
his sins by His vicarious suffering and death on the cross, and has 
already secured for him eternal life. And thus he shall be received 
into heaven not by his own work, but by Christ’s work; for ‘‘there 
is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
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\ 
must be saved,” and ‘‘God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Yet we Christians also have the promise that in heaven we 
shall be rewarded for the good we do in this life, rewarded by an 
additional glory, not because we had earned and merited such re- 
ward, but out of pure divine grace. Jesus says, ‘‘ Whosoever shall 
give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to 
Christ, verily, I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.’’ O let 
us all be faithful, then, in the work of our calling, and serve the 
Lord each in his vocation. And when our work upon earth is done, 
we shall be greeted in heaven and welcomed into eternal glory by 
the Lord, saying, ‘‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’? Amen. 


Sermon Preached After a Fire.* 
Hos. 8, 14. 


It is not my custom, as you know, to speak to you in this holy 
place on secular matters or happenings of the day. In the pulpit 
a minister of the Gospel is not to express his opinions on such 
things or to entertain his people with his views, but to proclaim the 
Word of God. We are living, however, in a time in which it is 
almost impossible for a minister of Christ to avoid speaking of cur- 
rent events; and if in such times a minister would not touch upon 
such things, he would have to fear that he might fall under the con- 
demnation of Christ’s word: ‘‘O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the 
face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?”’ 

In our days, in which so many who should proclaim the Word 
of the Lord suppress it or falsify it, the Lord Himself has begun to 
speak to the nations, and especially to apostate Christians, not in 
words, but in deeds and in mighty events. Well may therefore 
Christians hasten to their churches, in which the Word of God is 
still heard; for God is beginning to change this world into a temple 
in which He speaks in thundering accents to the assembled multi- 
tudes. Would therefore Christ’s messengers proclaim the Word of 
the Lord, present events furnish them a divine text. 


* Compare Dr. Walther’s Brosamen, p. 338 sqq. 
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Wars, earthquakes, storms, and conflagrations are the dreadful 
preachers that have received the divine command: Go ye into all 
the world, and preach repentance to every creature. Also in our 
city two of these messengers of God have been heard for some time. 
Two years ago a terrific windstorm swept over our city, and did 
much damage. Last year another storm, more violent than the 
former, ruined many homes. Of late several great fires, in the very 
heart of our city, destroyed much property. But what happened? 
Did Baltimore, like Nineveh of old, repent because of God’s power- 
ful sermons of repentance? A few, it is true, sighed and cried for 
the abominations that are done in our city; but the great majority 
of our citizens paid little or no attention to God’s messengers; yea, 
many even scoffed at the idea that those events were divine chastise- 
ments and punishments, and ridiculed those who humbled them- 
selves under the mighty hand of God and implored His mercy. 

But lo! now has come to pass what is written: ‘‘Be not de- 
ceived; God is not mocked.’’ On the very day on which many 
despise and neglect God’s Word and Church a great calamity befell 
our city. Hardly had the church-bells ceased ringing last Sunday 
morning when fire alarms sounded and engines from all directions 
rushed to the center of the city. Great as the efforts were to check 
and extinguish the fire, the raging element refused to be subdued. 
With astonishing rapidity it spread from building to building. Help 
was hurried hither from other cities, but man was powerless. Night 
came on, but was turned into day. At midnight the furious flames 
leaped eastward, and if the Lord had not changed the course of the 
wind, East Baltimore would have been doomed. When Monday 
morning dawned and the golden sun shed his bright beams on our 
unfortunate city, millions of dollars worth of property had become 
a prey of the devouring flames; yea, were there not even some lives 
lost? Who can count the tears and sighs called forth by this dis- 
aster? Ah, human help and human sympathy can give but little 
comfort! Also some of our dear members are among the stricken 
ones and look with sorrow upon the debris of what was once of 
value to them. 

O that we might understand and take to heart what those 
smoldering ruins as silent preachers say to us! O that we might 
open our ears to hear the trump of God which sounds in the devas- 
tated streets and alleys of our city! My brethren, had East Balti- 
more burned, our church, too, would have burned. But God gra- 
ciously protected this place where He recorded His name. Hence 
we are permitted to-day here to listen to His Word. Let us, then, 
with the aid of His Holy Spirit, learn from our text, 
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WHAT GOD WOULD TEACH US CONCERNING THE FIRE HE SENT 
UPON OUR CITY. 


I. Its cause. II. Its purpose. 


I. 


If we ask men, my friends, what the cause of the great fire in 
our city was, one perhaps will tell us, It was incendiarism; another, 
The Rovelasetens or negligence of men; a third, The strong = fierce 
wind; a fourth, Inadequate means iS fight the fire; a fifth, A lack 
of proper ee and so on. But even if ‘here tenes were 
the immediate visible cause, they were not the real cause, the first 
cause. And is it not sad that most men, as a rule, are Satated with 
knowing only the immediate visible cause of a disaster, and look 
not for its real cause? Such men are like a foolish person who 
finds the cause of why a new house has collapsed in the mere fact 
that the walls had a crack. Every sensible person will see that, 
while the crack in the walls was the immediate cause of the col- 
lapse, the real cause was a fault in the construction, an error of 
the builder. 

So it is with every devastating fire that visits a city. The 
immediate cause may be the wickedness or carelessness of men, 
the blowing of a fierce wind, the lack of sufficient apparatus to 
quench the fire, and so forth; but the real cause, the first cause, is 
to be found in something entirely different. 

The real cause, the first cause, is mentioned in our text. We 
read: “Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples; and 
Judah hath multiplied fenced cities: but I will send a fire upon 
his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof.’? These words 
tell us that when the cities of Israel and Judah were visited by 
great conflagrations, it was the Lord Himself who sent the fire into 
those cities. The reason was: Israel had forgotten its Maker, was 
living without God and in sin, had, contrary to God’s command, 
built temples outside of Jerusalem and thus established a false 
worship; and Judah had multiplied fenced cities, had placed its 
trust in them instead of in God. 

We must not think, my brethren, that this was a solitary in- 
stance, from which Pe xclusions for ation occasions dare not be drawn, 
No; here is stated the real cause, the first cause, of all devastating 
fires that visit cities or countries. 

Yea, ‘‘This is the Lord’s doing!’’ That is what we must say 
of every city and of every house which we see reduced to ashes; 
for according to the Scriptures God has not only created the world 
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and all that it contains, but also preserves and governs it. St. Paul 
writes: “In Him we live and move and have our being. By Him 
all things consist. God worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will.’’ Christ says: ‘‘God maketh His sun to rise; God sendeth 
rain; God clothes the lilies; God numbers all the hairs of our head; 
without God’s will not a sparrow falls to the ground.’ David says: 
‘‘God bringeth the wind out of His treasuries.’’ Jeremiah writes: 
‘““The way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps.” We see, Holy Writ teaches that God has not 
built the world as a mechanic builds a machine, which, when it is 
finished, he delivers to another and leaves. No; God has not left 
the world after its creation, nor did He entrust its government to 
feeble man and the rude powers of Nature. God is not an idle 
looker-on as to what happens in the world. He has all things in 
His hands. Save sin in the heart, all things come to pass accord- 
ing to His will. Nothing happens by mere chance. May we know 
the immediate, natural, visible causes of an event: the true and 
final cause is always the invisible, guiding hand of God. May we 
see that a bad harvest is caused by a drought or by a wet season: 
it is God who commands the clouds to give or to withhold rain. 
May we try to explain the lightning’s origin: it is God who takes 
this bolt into His hand and shoots it wherever He pleases. May 
we be able to prove how the germs of a disease are carried about in 
the air: it is God who can, if He will, purify the atmosphere by a 
single current of fresh air. May we see how the lack of water or 
of men, or the blowing of a gale, are the immediate cause of the 
spreading of a fire: it is God who in such critical moments unchains 
the wind and lets it fly like a foaming steed. God proved by the 
three men in the fiery furnace that He can command the flames not 
to ignite. He proved at the Red Sea that He can command the 
water to stand as a wall, and He proved in the wilderness that He 
can command the solid rock to open and to give forth water. May 
we see the hand of man in Satanic wickedness or by sinful neg- 
ligence set fire to a house: it is God who either allows the com- 
bustible material to burn or, as is so often the case, smothers the 
spreading flames. 

See, ‘This is the Lord’s doing!” That we must say as we 
gaze upon the ruins of our city, for in our text God says: ‘I will 
send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof ;”’ 
and elsewhere in Scripture we read: ‘‘Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lord hath not done it?’’ Yes, it was the Lord who last 
Sunday said to His heavenly firemen: ‘‘Come away, ye guardian 
angels! To-day protect this city not! Leave it to the fury of 
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the devouring element until I say to the flames: So far, and no 
further!’ 

But, my brethren, we must say, not only, ‘This is the Lord’s 
doing,’ but also, The sins of our whole city, and also our sins, have 
done this. Not only did the Lord threaten to send sinning Israel 
and Judah a fire which should consume their houses and destroy 
their cities, but He also revealed in His Word that He often pun- 
ishes sinners with earthly fire. In the 148th Psalm we read that 
“fire and stormy wind fulfill His word.”’ Amos the prophet writes 
that ‘‘the Lord God called to contend by fire.’ Isaiah writes: 
“The Lord God shall cause His glorious voice to be heard and shall 
show the lightening down of His arm, with the indignation of His 
anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire.’ And Jeremiah 
writes: ‘‘If ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day: 
I will kindle a fire, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.”’ 

Learn from this that the sins of Baltimore are the cause of the 
calamity that has befallen our city. Not as if Baltimoreans were 
more wicked than other men, for when Pilate had slain certain 
Galileans who were sacrificing, Jesus said to those who told Him: 
‘‘Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the Gali- 
leans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that 
they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell 
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
By the awful conflagration that visited our city God is preaching 
repentance, not only to Baltimore, but to all large cities, to our 
whole nation, yea, to the world. And while this catastrophe is not 
a sign that Baltimore were more wicked than other large cities, yet 
the same sins that are committed in other cities are committed also 
in our city; and these sins are the real incendiaries, the things which 
set our city afire. The cursing and swearing of old and young which 
we daily hear in our streets; the drunkenness and lewdness which 
is seen in many a theater and in many a saloon; the scoffing and 
mocking at God’s Word and sacred things in many a paper; the 
fornication and adultery committed in public brothels and in secret 
places; the cheating and defrauding that is going on in business; 
the injustice and perjury that is committed in court; the dishonesty 
and corruption found in political parties; the greed of gain, and the 
pride and vanity of rich and poor; the abuse of civil and religious 
liberty ; the forbidden oaths and the Christless prayers; the hypoc- 
risy and the false worship; the disrepect of the young and the 
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indifference of the old,—these and many other sins have for a long 
time cried unto God for vengeance till, finally, He sent our city, 
not only storms, but even a mighty peaagiatve: These sins were 
the cause why the fire could not be checked; they were the wind 
which fanned the fire of God’s wrath; yea, ihay make it a wonder 
in our eyes that a single house is still standing. If Baltimore will 
not turn and repent, the rich blessing which God until now has 
showered upon it will be changed into a curse, and God’s curse will 
devour our city’s glory, and our city will be like unto Jerusalem 
and Tyre and Sidon. 

But, my brethren, God tells us in His Word, not only what the 
cause of a great fire is, but also for what purpose such a fire is sent. 


I. 


The purpose for which God sends His judgments is, according 
to the Scriptures, not the same with all men. Such judgments 
or visitations God intends as a punishment for one, as a means of 
arousing and turning another, and as a means or purifying and 
strengthening a third. 

To hardened sinners God sends a acer in order to make 
them feel that their fate rests not in their own hands, but that there 
is a God—a God who not only threatens, but also executes His 
threats. Such calamities are to show them that God will ‘surely 
bring to pass what is written: ‘‘God is angry with the wicked 
every day. If he turn not, He will whet His sword; He hath bent 
His bow, and made it ready. He hath also prepared for him the 
instruments of death.’ Again, “If we sin willfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.’’ And, “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.’ This 
was the purpose for which God sent His judgment upon Jerusalem, 
and this is His purpose also with many in sending this calamity 
upon Baltimore. 

To those, however, who are not hardened and desire to be saved, 
but have hitherto lived in sin and security, God sends a calamity in 
order to rouse them, that they might know the things which belong 
unto their peace. O you who do not want to perish and yet till now 
have in impenitence walked the broad way that leadeth to destruc- 
tion, O listen to the voice of God which comes to you from the ruins 
of our city, crying, ‘‘Repent! Repent!’’ Learn from the devour- 
ing flames that you cannot trifle with God. Behold in those flames 
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the torch of divine wrath ignited by the sins of men. Remember, 
God may look on in silence for a long time, but finally, if men well 
not repent and be converted, His wrath will-be only the greater. 
Remember, God would remind you by this conflagration of that 
last great day when ‘‘the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up.’ Then the 
Lord will come in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know 
not God and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yea, 
remember that by this fire, which finally went out, God would re- 
mind you of the fire which cannot be quenched, the fire of hell, of 
which the rich man said, ‘I am tormented in this flame.’’ And 
oh, if God’s punishment in the time of grace is already so terrible, 
how terrible will His punishment be when the time of grace is 
past! Hence say not with the rich fool, ‘‘Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years,’’ thou hast a beautiful house and a 
paying business, ‘‘take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” 
No; bear in mind that to-day yet it may be said to thee, “Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be which thou hast provided?’ “What is a 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
~soul?’’? A house that is destroyed can be built again, but “what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul’’? If the soul is lost, 
all is lost. 

Up, then, you who till now have not sought to save your soul! 
The Lord is calling you! ‘‘Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light!’’ Hear His Word! 
Come into His courts! Use His Sacraments! Repent, and believe 
the Gospel! 


Delay not, delay not, O sinner, draw near, 
The waters of life are now flowing for thee; 

No price is demanded; the Savior is here; 
Redemption is purchased, salvation is free. 


Delay not, delay not, O sinner, to come. 
For mercy still lingers, and calls thee to-day; 
Her voice is not heard in the vale of the tomb; 
Her message, unheeded, will soon pass away. 


But also to you who are believers in Christ and children of God 
the Lord speaks by this fire. He would by that powerful sermon 
lead you to a deeper knowledge of your sins and to a firmer faith in 
your Savior. He would have you despair more fully of self and rely 
more confidently on God. He would consume your dross and purify 


EE Tu 


SERMON PREACHED AFTER A FIRE. 109 


your faith, increase your love and strengthen your hope. He would 
have your prayers to be more fervent and your charity to be more 
far-reaching. He would humble you under His mighty hand, that 
He may exalt you in due time. He says: 


When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
The flames shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 


And to such among you as look into the future with dark fore- 
boding, in fear and anxiety; who on account of their sins are bowed 
down to the dust and tremble at God’s wrath; who, alarmed and 
terrified, ask, ‘‘Where shall this end, and what will be next?’’— 
O lift up your heads, and be comforted! In the midst of the judg- 
ment God revealed His mercy! Had the fire started on any other 
day than a Sunday, how many hundreds, ay, how many thousands 
might have lost their lives! And had God not changed the course 
of the wind, how many hundreds, ay, how many thousands would 
have lost, not only their places of business, but their homes! Ah, 
‘‘the Lord watched upon the evil when He brought it upon us. 
He doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men. His 
anger endureth but a moment. In His favor is life. Weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. For a small 
moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather 
thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but 
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, 
thy Redeemer.’? Hence ‘‘cast all your care upon Him; for He 
careth for you. Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for 
the upright in heart.” Yea, 

God liveth still! 
Soul, despair not, fear no ill! 

God is good; from His compassion 
Earthly help and comfort flow; 
Strong is His right hand to fashion 
All things well for man below: 

Trial of the most distressing, 

In the end has proved a blessing. 
Wherefore, then, my soul, despair? 
God still lives, who heareth prayer. 


Amen. O. K. 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
Mart. 7, 15—23. 


‘‘Beware of false prophets.’’? This is the great warning which 
Jesus has issued in our text. False prophets are religious teachers 
that deviate from the pure Word of God and do not administer the 
holy Sacraments in conformity with Christ’s institution. Beware of 
them, says Christ; keep out of their reach; hear them not; follow | 
them not! 


There are different denominations and there is the greatest 
difference among preachers as to doctrine and practice. But while 
in the different sects the preachers are permitted, more or less, to 
hold their own views as to Christian doctrine and to explain the 
Scriptures as they please, there is no such liberty in the true Lu- 
theran church. In the true Lutheran church the pastor is bound by 
a solemn oath to ‘‘God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure.’’ He 
must preach the Word of God, explain Scripture by Scripture, and 
abide by the confessions of the Church. If no longer he believes 
the doctrine of the church, he is expected to resign his charge. 
Likewise the members of a Lutheran congregation are expected to 
show their loyalty to the pure Word of God and to the church of 
their profession. A Lutheran minister will not say to his members, 
You may attend any church you please, as long as it is styled Chris- 
tian, and you may hear any minister you please, as long as he is 
called a minister of the Gospel; it will be better for you to go to 
some church than not to go to church at all. No; he will say, ‘‘Be- 
ware... wolves.’’ He will say, You do wrong if you go to hear a 
preacher of whom you know that his doctrines are false. Be not 
deceived by his sheep’s clothing, eloquence, popularity, fine man- 
ners, or anything else that makes him attractive. Shun the wolf, 
or you may be one of his victims.— But how are we to distinguish 
the false prophets from the true prophets? Christ has given us an 
infallible criterion. 


OUR LORD’S SAYING, “YE SHALL KNOW THEM BY 


THEIR FRUITS.” 
Let us see, 


I. Which is the incorrect, 


Il. Which is the correct explanation of this saying. 
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I 


“Ye shall know them by their fruits.”” This saying of our Lord 
is often quoted to show that a man’s actions betray his true character. 
When we see people performing wicked deeds, we say that we know 
them by their fruits. We cannot say that this is a misapplication 
of Christ’s saying. Also the works of men are fruits by which they 
may be judged. But when we inquire into the true original mean- 
ing of this saying of our Lord, we must bear in mind that, He is 
speaking of false prophets, and avoid an incorrect explanation. 

a. Incorrect is the explanation, that the teachings of men are 
to be judged by their personal character, that the false prophets may 
be detected by their immoral deportment. V.21 has been adduced in 
support of this explanation. Doing the will of God has been mis- 
interpreted in this connection to mean leading a moral life. Does 
not this explanation stand in conflict with experience? Have not 
men proclaimed soul-destroying errors and led thousands astray, 
and were not their lives, at the same time, virtuous and pure as far 
as man could see? And, on the other hand, have we not had 
preachers whose orthodoxy could not be questioned, but who denied 
with their lives what they preached with their mouths, and who 


’ were finally exposed as hypocrites? And what is the sheep’s cloth- 


ing? Isit not the Christian-like appearance in manners and deport- 
ment, the strictly moral life which the false prophets often lead and 
which renders them the more fascinating and dangerous? 

b. Incorrect is also this explanation, that the fruits are the moral 
results of the teaching on the hearers. It has been claimed that a true 
prophet will always reap a blessed harvest of his prophecy, and that 
there must be a false prophet in the pulpit if in a congregation the 
Word of God takes no effect on the people and if their morality 
does not improve. Does not this explanation again stand in con- 
flict with experience? The Word of God will surely not return void, 
but do we always behold its effect? Have not faithful pastors had 
the greatest trouble with stubborn congregations? Must not our 
missionaries among the heathen often labor for years in a new dis- 
trict before they can gather in the first fruits of their self-denying 
toil? And what does Jesus say as to the moral results of the false 
prophets? Vy. 22.23. You see that the absence of great moral re- 
sults is by no means the criterion by which the false prophets may 
be known. 

II. 

‘“Whatever originates or comes from something is called its 
fruit. The product of a man’s hand—a device, an implement, 
a garment, an ornament—is called the fruit of his hand. What- 
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ever is produced by his brain—a treatise, a book, a poem, a me- 
chanical invention—is rightly called the fruit of his brain. What- 
ever proceeds from his lips—a song, an oration, a sermon, 4 
prophecy —is the fruit of his lips.’? What, then, is the specific 
fruit of the false prophets, the fruit by which we shall know them? 
It is their erroneous teaching, their false doctrine. 


a. This explanation is correct because it agrees with the context. 
The context bears particularly not on the lives of the false prophets, 
but on the ruinous character of their teaching. Jesus says, ‘‘Enter 
ye in at the strait gate,”’ etc., vv. 13. 14, and adds thereto, ‘‘Beware 
of false prophets,” z. e., of such guides as will not lead you in the 
way of eternal life, but in the way of eternal destruction. Not their 
immorality, but their false creed is the subject under consideration. 
Not their outward Christian-like appearance, but what proceeds 
from within them, their tenets, teachings, lead souls to destruction. 


b. This explanation is correct because it also agrees with the illus- 
tration which our Lord employs from the vegetable world, vv. 16—20. 
The fruit corresponds with the essential nature of the plant. As the 
fruit of a grapevine is grapes, of the thistle bush, thistles, of the fig 
tree, figs, so is the fruit of a prophet his prophecy. If he is a true 
prophet, his prophecy, or teaching, will be true; if a false prophet, 
false. You must closely examine the fruit of his lips, his doctrine, 
creed, to find out with whom you are dealing. —In this light we 
must also view the words v. 21. A prophet, or preacher, does the 
will of the heavenly Father in his station and calling if he proclaims 
the Word of God in its truth and purity both in doctrine and prac- 
tice. As a Christian he must do the will of God by leading a Chris- 
tian life, but as a prophet he must do the will of God by heeding 
the command given to prophets, ‘‘Preach the Word!’ 

Conclusion. How thankful we should be to the Lord for having 
given us this infallible criterion! Search the Scriptures as the men 
of Berea did, Acts 17, 10, and you will not be deceived by false 
prophets. All these false prophets err more or less in the centre! 
doctrine of the Bible, in the doctrine that we are all lost and con- 
demned sinners, and that we are not justified and saved by our own 
efforts and deeds, but by the great work of the Son of God in His 
active and passive obedience. If in the least way a preacher makes 
man the author of his own salvation and does not give all the honor 
and glory to God, he is a false prophet. Appreciate the Word of 
God which is proclaimed to you in its purity. Hold to the church 
of the pure Word and confession. John 8, 31. 32. H.S. 


